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/ ya know, that 
Something“. 


OUTSIDE THE OLD TAVERN SLEET-WINDS BLOW 
FROM WEIR-WOOD AND MEN ARE DYING IN THE 
SNOWS --- BUT THE WARMTH 15 STEAMY ANDTHE 
SINGING LOUD INSIDE - -- WHERE А CLOAKED 
GIRL FETCHES A TANKARD FOR MER. HOODED TRAVEL- 
WWG COMPANION. AND А BRAWNY, REELING LOUT 
GRABS HER THIN ROBE, PULLS SUPDENLY, AND 
LEERS---- HEAR, FRIEND, OF A LAND, ATIME 

AND OF A MAR CALLED -- - 


Tue MEN INTHE TAVERN 
ARE LIKE THE WORLD 
THEY LIVE IN---ROUGHLY 
FORMED , THEY BRING 7) 
HUMOUR AND DEATH IN 
SUDDEN FITS, THUS, TO 
А MAN OF THIS WORLD, 
TO UNDERSTAND DOES 
NOT ALWAYS MEAN TO 
FORGIVE --- 


THERE FORE LAUGH, 
/| HARD MAN IN A HARD 
WORLD --- FOR HERE 
15 ANOTHER... WHO 
WATCHES, WHO UNDER- 
STANDS BUT WHO res] 
NOT FORGIVE--- WHO 
з ENRAGED) 
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PORTANT... BUT THEY SAY, __ 
FRIEND, HIS VOICE HAD 

ECHOES IN п --- OF THE 
SCREAMS MEN MADE 

WHEN HIS SCARS WERE 
BORN ~ ~ ~ MEN WHO SAW 一 
THEIR OWN LIFE 5 BLOOD 
RUNNING TOO FAR - - - roo 
FAST ~~~ 


Не was CAIN - AND 
His CRY WAS FOLLOWED 一 
BY в SILENCE--- 


AN AGING 
ноо 


Е THRERTENED, 
— ТНЕМАМ LIFTS KiS 
BOTTLE (M SEEMINGLY 8 

—— RECKLESS UNCONCERN 

| AS PLANS FLICKER RAPIDLY IN MIS PARK 
MIND-— AFTER ALL, МЕ |S STRONG, QUO 
шээс 
N_TRVERMS BEFORE -- > 


2 YEARS , CREEPING, 

— FROM HIS سب‎ 
CORNER ан — 

2 SKRKY INQUIRY 


„САМО THEN, ҮЕ YOUR. 
SQUALID GODS FAVOR, 
You сам --- маст 

You ARE FAST, BUT 

МЕ аз FRIGHTENINGLY 
FASTER | в SNARLING, 
BLURRING MOVEMENT: 


PLOTTER? PRAW YOUR SWORD BOLDLY, 
BUT STERTHILY SNERK YOUEPRGGET. 


— THEN Do NOT SWALLOW ME SOUR AND A WURTLING BOTTLE ENDS С 
> WINE... BUT SPIT TO SLIND--- 3 - ME MISGUIDED TRICK. WHAT Now, O' _ 
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\ | CRIN KICKS MIS TABLE 


Е) ASIDE --- THERE 15 THE 
ES = SHRIEK OF HIS DRAWN 
| (22% 1 KILLING- BLADE . HE 
6 GLRNCES CONTEMPTUOVSIY 
AT WIS OPPONENTS FURTWE 
! MOTION то A HIDDEN PRAGER 
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TO RACK} А TWO- 
HANDED UPWARD LUNGE 
тинт LIFTS His ADVERSARY 
FROM THE GROUND 
LEAVES CAINS WEAPON 
LODGED BETWEEN SHATTERED 
STERNUM AND SHOULDER BADE 


TERMINATING THE BRAWLERS FINAL, STUPID, RUSE 5 
RUPTURED LUNGS STOP BREATHING --- 

A CRUSHED НЕНТ SOPS BERTING--- AMD n 
HARD MAN FALLS SLOWLY , TUMBLES 
SOFTLY , WITH SHOCK ED ) UNCOMPRE HE WD ING 
EYES то THE HARD EARTH. 


Know FURTHER, FRIEND, THAT AFTER HIS BATTLE 
WE MAN CALLED CRIN FOUND THE CURNE SOME 
CAUSE OF IT ALL INTRODUCING HERSELF 
тыуыу Т mm THE WITCH, OURYSMEN™ sue 
SAW " AND MIS," SHE ADDED, INDICATING THE 
STRANGE HOOPED FIGURE WHO ACCOMPANIED 
HER, w Is MY GOOD FRIEND" UPON THAT SHE 
RELATED то CAIN ATALE ر‎ WIERD AND GROTESQUE- 


"SEVERAL SEASONS AGO”, SHE BEGAN, "А WITCH, CLOSE ТО 
мү SISTERHOOD AND ALSO A FRIENDTOME, WASIN LOVE WITU A 
FAIR AND SMILING YOUTH, NAMED семі. MY FRIEND, 
WHO w NAMED MI-PLOOS, SPENT ALL OF HER HOURS 
WITH EMI, WALKING HERE ANO THERE AND SOMETIMES 


WALKING NOWHERE ат ALL, ONLY STROLLING, LAUGHING AND 
MURMERING TOONS ANOTHER -~~ 


“выт OME DAY THEY FOUND THEY MAD WANDERER 
эээ 
TWE PROSPECT OF BEING LOST, THINKING Үг AN 
ADVENTURE. THE FIRST SIGN THAT азам WAS 
Ariss WAS A SOUND GEM HEARD FROM A 

KILL MEY WERE PASSING а THEN THEN WERE 
ATTACKED, SUDDENLY AND ופט לשו‎ -re 


FAT was a STRAMAE WARRIOR who 
RAINED RRROWS UPON THEM. THEY 
SOUAHT то ESCAPE, BUY A FERC 
ARROW STRUCK СЕМА INTHE FACE, 
PUTTING our BOYA MIS EYES. WE 
WARRIOR SIEZED Mi-PLOOS פאה‎ BORE 
HER OFF , BUT NOT BEFORE SHE 
PLACED A SPELL OM GEM THAT 
GAVE WIM STRENGTH TO LIE 


nome , | THINK, FOR ат WAS OUTSIDE MY CAVE- 
CABIN THAT X FOUND HIM MCOHERENT AND 
WANDERING Үнс THE манто 1 BROUGHT 


HIM INSIDE AND ALTHOUGH HIS WOUND WAS GHASTLY 
AND NORMALLY MORTAL ~~~ 


M MANAGED BY 
MEANS OF MEDICAL 
ENSORCELMENTS, 
ANP ELINIRS те 
MERC Him. AT 
Lensy, arten A 
FASHION ای‎ 
ут ENOUON то say 
mar ме мыз 
SURVIVED 


“weer , SEE лов. 
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“Come WEN“ HE 
RUMBLED. AND THE 
WITCH OURYSME SNUDDERED 
NT THIS “BROODING айтыл»... 
mis CMN, : 


‚mar You ARE 
BOTH STRONG 
AND COURAGEOUS «++ 


AND THE THREE EMBARKED INTO 
THE BITTER COLD oF WINTER'S 
END ممم‎ with OURYSME EX- 
PLAINING HOW THE DARK LORDS 
от VOGELSANG ды SYNCHRONIZATION 
WITH TUE SEASONS, LEFT THEIR. 
CASTLE FOUR TIMES EACH YEAR 
IN WIERD PILGRIMMAGE TO STRANGE 
LATITUDES THAT, SO WHISPERED TALES. 
RAN, THEY MIGHT HOLD GHASTLY 
CONCLAVE WITH OWERS OF THEIR. 
амо WHO, LIKE THEM, JOURNEYED. 
FROM CHARNEL LANDS TO MEET 
IN A GRISLY CONVOCATION THE 
WHAT-NESS OF WHICH NO MAN KNEW 

NORDARED GUESS. 


THROUGH FROST FORESTS ANO 
ACROSS ICE-PLAINS THEY WENT 
UNTIL AT LAST ann 


ага ON WINTERS-END- 
DAY, THE THREE MADE 
THEIR. WAY OVER THE 
MOUNTAINS THAT RUNG 
NOGELSANG VALLEY, 
SUDDENLY CAIN SHOUTS 
aaa POINTING, HE EX- 
CLAIMS "LOOK | А GREAT 
FLYING LIZARD | МЕ 
HEARD THEY HAUNT 
THESE CLIFFS..." 


"QUICKLY , WE MUST HIDE |" Ourysme 
INTERRUPTS aan AND AS THE WIERD 
THING WHISTLES OVERHEAD SHE 
RESTRAINS CAIN, SAYING PIT 15 
NOT AN ANIMAL BUT А HACHINE 
SET BY THE DARK LORDS TO SPY 
OUT THE MOVEMENTS OF INVADERS 
OF THEIR REALM, = 


UNUSED TO FLEEING MAN OR MECHANISM, A 
MUCH DISGRUNTLED CAIN SHAKES HIS FIST 
КТ THE SPECTRAL MACHINE ,VOWING TO 
ONE DAY RIDTHE MOUNTAINS OF ITS 
FLITTING HAUNTS . BUT THE INCIDENT 15 
NOT WITHOUT VALUE, FOR OURYS МЕ 
SAYS; "THAT SHIP WAS UNPILOTED, INDI- 
CATING VOGELSANG'S MASTERS ARE STILL 
ABSENT. WE CAN EXPECT To FIND Ni-PLOOS 
CAPTIVE IN ACLIFF-CELL AND NOT, THANK 
THE GODS, |N TWE CASTLE ITSELF, HER 
GUARDS," SHE GLANCES AT GEMI ASTE 
FOR CONFIRMATION, "WILL HAVE KEYS TO 
OPERATE THE CELL-LOCKS." CAIN REGARDS 
MER GUSPICIOUSLY j "HOW WILL WE FIND 
THIS CLIFF-CELL 2" "GEMI WILL LEAD 
us דו סד‎ ." RESPONDS OURYSME. “А 
BLIND man?" PROTESTS CAIN mua" NES 
WITH THE AID THAT NI-PLOOS САН uve 
HIM ann BUT WALT O' CAIN... BE PATIENT 
BUT ABIT LONGER AND IF WE ARE SUCCESS- 
FUL MANY THINGS WILL BECOME CLEAR. 
REJOMS THE WITCH, 


FOULNESS, 
TAINTY AS AN AMAZED CAIN LOOK 


MORPHIC MONOLITHS UNTIL CAIN SPIED A REDLY FLICKERING LIGHT AHEAD ana 


= 


CAIN STARED, AGHASTana ^ 
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Lo. BEFORE THEM TWO GHOULISH WARRIORS SQUATTED AT А CANNIBAL FEAST nan THOSE ARE THE GUARDS!" ADVISES 
OURYSME . CAIN морь AND PREPARES FOR ATTACK. HE SHARPENS A STAFF TO FORM А CRUDE SPEAR, FINOS 
A VANTAGE POINT IN THE DARKNESS AND CHOOSES HIS TARGET aaa ВОТ SUDDENLY — 
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CROSS BOW... BUT TOO LATE! THE SURVIVOR MEFTS AN AXE AND ADVANCES TOWARDS THE DEADLY SHADOWS -~ 


AS THE REMAINING 
GHOUL APPROACHED 
THE VANTAGE 
POINT FROM WHICH 
CAIN HAD HURLED 
His SPEAR , IT 
GIBBERED AND 
EXUDED AN 
AWFUL STENCH 
--- BUT YT. 
6 WAS ONLY A 
CHILD OFME 
NIGHT, CRYING, 
FOR. DEATH 
TO COME OUT 
AND PLAY. 


HURTLING, 
DISEMBOWELING, 
DEATH ANSWERED 
THE THING'S 


DISCOVERING 


THE ODD 
KEYS DESCRIBED 
BY OURYSME, 


CAIN OPENED 
THE GAOL AS 
VOGELSANG'S 
GRAM MONOLIMIS 
SEEMED то 


ATLAST مه‎ 


THE WITCH- QUEST OF 
CAIN ENDS HERE , 
FRIEND ~~. BUT MOT 
THE TALE THEREOF: 
FOR AS CAIN JOWED 
OURYSME НЕ WAS 
STUNNED BY WHRTHE 
WITNESSED ~~~ THE 
TWAIN HAD DISROBED, 
REVEALING HIDEOUS 
THINGS var WRITHED, 
Nay, GREW UPON THEIR, 
BACKS... THINGS JAB- 
BERING EXCITEDLY, 
EYES GLOWING мн 


AW FUL INTELLIGENCE. 


--- AND VOGELSANG 

WE FOUL SEEMED 
ILLUMINATE D BY THE 
RADIANCE OF THE 
REUNITED LOVERS. 


И FoR UNITED, THESE TWINS FORM ANOTHER ENTITY , POTENT 
ан WIERDS ...GEMI AND NI-PLOOS FORM THE 
GEMINI -PLUS - " 


“Now YOU KNOW,” SMD 
Ourysme. ^ THOSE. 
WE CALL GEMI AND 

NI-PLOOS ARE EACH A 
PAIR. OF TWINS... THE 
“PACK EACH 'INCESSANTIN 
WEARS 15 BUT A DEVICE 
FOR COMCEALING THE 
SMALLER TWYN ~~n FUSED 
(NU BIRTH TO THE SPINE 
OF THE LARGER ,AMBU- 
LATORY MEMBER WHO 
IN МАМУ WAYS 15 BUT 
А HOST TO THE SMALLER 
aw INDEED, ME SMALLER. 
ONES WIELD THE WITCH: 
POWER. ۲۲ HAS BEEN 
FOR THEM THAT WE 


“Twins 7” MUTTERED CAIN, 
“Faval > 


HERE FRIEND, 
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